Greece: Spartan Society to the Battle of Leuctra

Features and structure of the Spartan government: Gerousia

One of the key elements of the Spartan constitution is the Gerousia. The Gerousia is also known as the Council of Elders. It consisted of 28 Gerontes (Senators... elders over the age of 60) plus two kings. These elders were elected by the Assembly for life. The Gerousia controlled much of the public business and decided on what the Assembly could debate. They could also veto actions taken by the Assembly. Please explore the Internet sites that were listed on the relevant web page and write a small report on the powers and responsibilities of the Gerousia using the four questions below.

1. Define the roles and responsibilities of the Gerousia.
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


2. The Gerousia had a probouleutic function. What is meant by probouleutic?
	

	

	


3. The Spartan constitution is made up organs that can be labelled as examples of an oligarchy, monarchy, and democracy. Which of these three political types apply to the Gerousia? Explain your answer.
	

	

	

	


4. Arsistotle criticises the Gerousia. List and describe three of these criticisms.
[ http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/ancient/aristotle-sparta.html ]

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


