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Setting up a Swicki

Why set up a “swicki”?

A swicki is new kind of search engine that allows anyone to create deep, focused searches
on topics you care about. The interesting thing about swickis is that you create it and you
can determine the focus area or subject matter of the search engine. This can benefit you and
the research community with which you associate.

“This search engine, or swicki, can be published on your site. Your swicki presents search
results that you're interested in, pulls in new relevant information as it is indexed, and
organizes everything for you in a neat little customizable widget you can put on your web
site or blog, complete with its very own buzz cloud that constantly updates to show you
what are hot search terms in your community.” [http://swickihome.eurekster.com/fagqs.htm]

Swickis allow you to specify the sources for your search and also to judge the results you
obtain with this search. This can make your results more meaningful and useful. Great for
students and teachers researching specific topics. You can embed your swicki on a web page
or blog page. You can read more about why it is useful to set up an educational wiki by
following these links:

Swicki FAQs

http://swickihome.eurekster.com/faqs.htm

Setting up a Swicki

For this exercise the Swicki software will be utilised. Open a web browser such as Internet
Explorer and type this url in the address bar.

http://www.eurekster.com/  Your browser will take you to this page.

eureksterswicki
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Click on the “Build a swicki” button to begin. You will need to complete a sign-up page
and then the following window will appear

Choose a name for your Swicki and set a description
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What is the subject focus of your Swicki? What is the main area of research? Think
carefully on this. Brainstorm with your colleagues and students. This will assist with the
development of an effective focus for the Swicki and its results. The following window
allows you to set the name and description of the swicki.

Choose a name and indicate the topic in the first two fields.

W Take a quick 30 second tour

Choose a name for your swicki that describes what it is about:
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Choose a format that best suits your site or blog:

The layout is important. You will embed your swicki in the right hand margin of your new
blog. Select “Narrow Text Module”. You can choose the design for the swicki as well. Do
you want a text or video swicki? I prefer vertical Text swickis.

Choose a format that best suits your site or blog:

[# Wartzal

= Teaxt ) Herizents
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Next, you will need to select relevant keywords for your Swicki.

What are the relevant keywords for your topic. Think of a range of keywords that you think
are relevant for your subject matter. They can assist the Swicki engine to produce more
relevant topic specific results.
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Relevant keywords: (min. 5, rec. 15, comma separated)

history, lessons, teaching, classroom, school, teacher, students,
ancient, modern, archaenlngﬂ

Finally, on this page you will need to design the look and feel for your Swicki. You may like
to ensure that the Swicki will match your web site’s design. You can choose whether to have
an Advnaced or Basic design control panel on this page.

Customize widget colors: Preview search widget:

() Base o) Acvarced

as

Trarsparent

)
chory CEA 5SS

ancard are n:ul.‘nhiﬂtﬁr}’
| ESS0M8 medern school studemts tracher
teaching

Geargla H
xx=large

PTG LT

Advanced

Customize widget colors: Preview search widget:
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medium . teaching

Basic

Once you have completed the details on this page click on the Next button at the lower right
hand corner of the web page.
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Training your Swicki to think like you and your team

Remember to consider the subject focus of your Swicki. On this page you can list web sites
that reflect the focus of your research

You can change the two topics that you entered on the previous page if you wish.

You may change your safings al any tima

Topic

history classroom

& . Rahing o New York

You can then decide what you want the Swicki to search. You would normally select the
Web and RSS feeds. RSS feeds include blogs, for example.

What do you want searched?

m

My Site or Blog

™ web

Type in the URLs of sites that are
most relevant to your swicki. One e
URL perline. Max 50 URLs {fust the root url. eg: www.cnn.com)

Type in URLs of sites to exclude
or block. One URL perline

[ Allow adult related sites.

™ Rss

® Auto detectRSS
RSS feeds are automatically detected and included in the results for your swicki.
(O Manual edit RSS

You manually edit the list of RSS feeds. These are included in the results for swicki.

Relevant RSS feeds. One URL RS5S auto detection scheduled...
per line. Max 50 URLs.

A powerful aspect of this tool is the fact you can enter the address of web sites that you
would like the Swicki to search.

You can also enter the address of web sites that wish to block from the Swicki search
engine. This will train the Swicki to search more accurately for you.

Blocking advertisements
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Your Swicki search results will have advertisements unless you block them. As you work
for an educational institution I suggest that you check the box as shown in the graphic
below.

Advertisements

We will display advertisements on your resulls pages

ET | am a non-profit, university, or govemment arganization and would like to opt out of
advertisements.

Enter the name of your
organization

5t Joseph's Catholic High School

* By entering your organization’s name you are claiming that you are & non-profit,
university or govemment organization

That will indicate your status and you can opt out of advertisements. You will need to enter
the name of your organization in the field that appears.

Click on the Next button when you have finished with the settings on this page. The
following window will appear.

Swicki Description and Category

Swicki Title: history education

Swicki LIRL: history-education

" This & focused o e ceachimg of kst i thet K= 12 classroom.
Descrite your swicki: % Roeul Ik foguzed v § ¥

W
avelckl and i cur bwicsd dife

Choose & relevant subject category:

Write a brief description of your Swicki and choose some relevant subject categories. Note
the Swicki URL. Click on the Next button when you have finished with the settings on this
page. The following window will appear.

Adding your Swicki to your site or blog

This is the trickiest task you will perform. You need to take the html code for your new
Swicki and paste it into your new blog? How? It is easy!
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Select all of the code that appears in the “Copy the Buzzcloud code in the box below”
window and select copy from the Edit menu.

Share & Distribute Your “history education” Swicki

You can post oni your sieis) and on widge! shanng stes such as Widgethox Insinuctons are speiic for o plafom you choose - you can
compleis e process for ond plaform and dan mbem for anothar platanm.

Choase Your Publishing Platform
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st on B Shar
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2. Opan tha file for ha page or emplate you want io
adil
3, Fingd whane you wan! i embed your Buzzclowd in
it o fila

4, Page e Buzzcioud code inlD Your SounS coda
&, Savo your changes

Start Your User Community

Irrvin othats 10 yBe your Fwickl, srch vote and pogl E rropdl your gk LIRL 1 frapecis, gras ooories, o0 pom! o yeur Bnedrtn forums B0 Wy can 85n
using your swicki and making & beder.
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Irvaite oS 0 grab yolr Swicki Tor pOSSig on Thair SEes OF bngs

Sand tem this link i e oorolos ier. ooeme'swic k bulidosn's haeo e pc Tswic k ishisiony - education

You can then paste that code into the appropriate area of your blog template. Further
instructions will be provided during the workshop.

You will notice that there are specific instructions for different types of blogs and web
services. They include:

*  Wordpress

* Blogger (new and old versions)
* Moveable Type

¢ TextPattern

*  WidgetBox

* iGoogle
* TypePad
* NetVibes
* Piczo

Instructions for Wordpress and Blogger blogs are shown below.
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Choose Your Publishing Platform
SO O0@BTwvELO©®

WordPress

Wou can add & wwsck 1o 0 Weedpross bicg, hosled on your

domam, by upioade] the sl plugen or by ooy The

HTML g3 ks & lasl B Hass & tha dlopd lor uplaading

tha wancii plugen

1. Hyou ang u$il‘l? WordPrass 2.1 or older - upgrade
your blog 1o allow widgeds, Instructions ana
availabla from the WordPress sika

2. Downioad the files for your Buzzcloud widget

Uinzip thir archive

4. Copy the swicki php file inlo your Word Press ‘wp-
conientpluginkwidgets® flder on your wbseres

5. Enable the widget on your "Plugin Managemant™
page in WordPrass

6. In "Fresentation > Eidabar\'ﬁdgm'wu shauld
Sl @ “Bwicki™ widgel

7. [Fill in the datails of your Swicki from ihe data
balow Srowgh the “Configune® pan of th Swick
Widget

a. quf'-
b. Shortname: history-aducation
c. Title: history educaton

alt

Choose Your Publishing Platform
B0 @TwvEKLBO™
Haw Blogger

Thesa Insiructions ane for tha new varsion of blogger
known 85 “New Blogger” or “Blogger 2°. if you have
an oldar biog and you have not yel upgraded, follow
thie instrucSons for “Original Blogger® balow.

1, E:Iny your Swicks Buzzclowd code from thi box
- Dw -
<gripl charset="UTF-8" lype="lext|avascripl” srcs

2. Mavigate 1o the lemplate ediing area for your
bl clicking on the Tayout” link fram your blog
dashboard

3, Go e the "Fage Elements® page

4. In the page schemalic, click on "Add a Page
Elpmin

5. In the popup window, choose "HTMLavscripr

6. Ao labeled “Condgure HTMLUavaScript®
should load

T. Give the Page Elament a Bte lke Thistony-
education”

8. Pasie your swickl code inio the Contant saction
9. Click “Sava Changes®

10, Your Buzzcloud should appear in the schematic
right undarneash the “Add a Page Elamant® link

You can drag it anywhare on the page! Remambaer o
click “Save” If you maove It

Embedding the Swicki code into your new blog by copying and pasting the code.

If you are using Blogger you can copy and paste the code into a page element.

Once you have signed into your blog select the Templates tab and make sure that you have

the Page Elements window visible. See below.

Add and Arrange Page Elements

Click and drag to rearrange page elements on your blog. m m
L] Edit
Web 2.0 Workshop (Header)
Edit
Blog Posts Add a Page Element
Labels
Edit
Blog Archive
Edit
About Me
Edit
Edit
Add a Page Element

Click on the Add a Page Element link on the right hand side. The following window will
appear.
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Click on the HTML/Javascript button that says “Add To Blog”. The following window

will appear.

1. Paste the code that you copied from Stage Three of the Swicki web site into this

http://blog.larkin.net.au/

8 Choose a New Page Element B

| List
Add a list of your favorite books,
movies, or anything you like.

ADD TO BLOG

[ | Picture

=¥ Add a picture from your computer

) or from somewhere else on the
web.

g
3
:

TO

HTML/JavaScript
Add third-party functionality or
other code to your blog.

TO

- | Feed

‘== | Add content from a site feed to

S
it

Logo
=2/ Choose from a variety of Blogger
~ logos to add to your page.

ADD TO

. | Blog Archive
= | Display links to older posts.

Al e nddad

... | Link List

"= | Add a collection of your favorite

sites, blogs, or web pages.
| TO BLOG

2 B

Add some words to your blog - like
a welcome message - with our rich
text editor.

AdSense
Earn revenue by displaying
relevant ads on your blog.

T0

3

Ll

... | Labels

= | Show all the labels of posts in your
blog.
|ADD TO BLOG

Display information about
yourself.

‘ Profile

Already added

Page Header
Display your blog's title and
~ description.

8 Configure HTML/JavaScript

Title

Web 2.0 Swicki

Content

| <script charset="UTF-8" type="text/javascript” src="http:/ /swicki.eurekster.com/ |
| sidebar?groupkey=e6e53519-49ae-4b89-98dc- |
¢8683fd9d506&target=_self&numresults=20&format=js"> </script> <font |
size="~1">check out the <a href«"http://web-20-for-educators~ |

| swicki.eurekster.com”>Web 2.0 for educators</a> <a href="http://
| swicki.eurekster.com”>swicki</a> at <a href="hutp://
www.eurekster.com”>eurekster.com</a> < /font>

e e

window as shown above.

2. Type in a Title for the element.

3. Click on the Save Changes button.
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Note: Sometimes this process seems to last forever in Blogger. I recommend that you click
back on the main Blogger window and click on the Settings Tab and then click on the
Template tab. You will find that the new page element is present on the template page. See
the example below.

Add and Arrange Page Elements
Click and drag 1o rearrange page elements on your blog. m m
° — Edit
Web 2.0 Workshop (Header)
Edit
Blog Posts Add a Page Element
Web 2.0 Swicki
Edit
Labels
Edit
Blog Archive
Edit
Edit About Me
Edit

Try dragging the new Swicki element to the position that you prefer. This is a little tricky.
Be patient. Refresh the page.

Click on the View Blog tab. You should see the new Swicki on the right hand side of your
blog. See the example below.

. s
That’s it! Try your
. . .
WEB 2.0 WORKSHOP Schklandbegln
: judging the results.
Web 2.0 Workshops coming up!
Welcome! Two Web 2.0 workshops are coming up next week and as i search
part of the process I shall be teaching participants how to work with
blogs, wikis, swickis and other online tools. Hopefully the participants
will all have an idea how new online technologies can assist them in
the art of teaching and learning
4
(?)
Subscribe to: Posts (Atom) check out the Web 2.0 for educators
at
&
7
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