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Yahoo Pipes

Introduction

What is “Yahoo Pipes”? What are “Yahoo Pipes”? Yahoo Pipes is a web application from Yahoo. According to
Wikipedia: “...it provides a graphical user interface for building applications that aggregate web feeds, web
pages, and other services, creating Web-based apps from various sources, and publishing those apps. The site
works by letting users "pipe" information from different sources and then set up rules for how that content should
be modified (e.g. filtering).”

Getting started

Open a web browser on your computer. This can be Internet Explorer, Firefox, Safari, Opera and so on. It does
not matter whether you are using a PC with Windows or Vista. You could be using a Macintosh. It makes no
difference. Concerns regarding operating systems and compatibility are no longer an issue with these online
tools. It is liberating just to think of that. Type in the following Internet URL or web address in the address bar of
the browser.

http://pipes.yahoo.com/pipes/

The following page, or one quite similar to this, will appear in your web browser window.
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Take the time to explore the Yahoo Pipes site. Click on the menu items at top to find out more. No need to rush.

Just take your time. WordPress and the Internet should still be there tomorrow. Become informed and familiarise
yourself with the idea of publishing your own blog and web site. You may also like to explore these web sites to

increase your understanding:

http://usefulvideo.blogspot.com/2007/02/yahoo-pipes-tutorials.html

http://www.yahoopipes.co.uk/how-to-create-a-yahoo-pipe.php

http://alexeysmirnov.name/blog/?page_id=198 [technical]

http://wackyb.co.nz/yahoo/pipes/ [technical]

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yahoo Pipes [Wikipedia entry]
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Setting up an account

Are you ready to begin? You need to set up an account. It is free. Click on the Join Now
hand corner if you do not already have a Yahoo account. The following page will appear.

http://blog.larkin.net.au/

link in the top right

YaHOO!
Hi there!

Already have a

s ( Signin)
Y Y woll get you set up on Yahoo! in three easy ste
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WA and you'll be all set
|
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1. Tell us about yourself...

My Name

Gender ' - Select OM-:?]
Birthday |- SelectMonth- 194
Ilive in ' Singapore :]

Postal Code

2. Select an ID and password

Yahoo! 1D and Email @ yahoo.com ( Chock )
Password

Re-type Password

Yahoo! Singapare in English offers access 10 news and information geared towanrd Singapore and may betier serve youneeds

n 1D or Mail acdress?

wOrc O Yahoo

Englsh

You need to complete the a number of details including these:

Yahoo ID Choose something that is meaningful and purposeful. It may be a nickname. I
actually use a version of my name quite often. I want people to know who I am.
Others prefer a username that may be a little cryptic in order to preserve
anonymity.

Password Create a good password that is meaningful only to you and that you can remember.

I personally use a related sequence of passwords for my various

Internet accounts.

There is one rule that I always follow. I NEVER use my bank pin or banking
password for any Internet related account. The PIN and password that I use for my
bank are very different and totally unrelated to anything that I do on the Internet.

Email address
work email account. That is entirely up to you.

You may use a private email address such as a Gmail account. You may use your

Once you are satisfied with the details that you have entered in the fields on this page check the box that

indicates that you agree to the Terms and Conditions and select the “Create my account”

Follow the steps that will appear that may be required to confirm your account via email.

button.
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The following page will appear or one like it once you have created and confirmed your Yahoo account and
joined Yahoo Pipes.

You might like to browse some Yahoo Pipes by clicking on the Browse link and checking out the Source for
any pipe to see how it works.
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Click on the Create a pipe button on the upper right.
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The following window will appear. Notice the menu items on the left in the Library Pane and the working area
known as the Canvas Pane to the right. Below is the Debugger Pane.
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Making your first pipe

The best way to learn about Yahoo Pipes is to make your first pipe. Do not worry too much about this. You can
always delete this first pipe and make another. You can also go back and edit your pipe at a later date or time. In
this example we are going to create a simple pipe that filters a blog feed. The pipe will gather only posts that
refer to a specific topic. We will use my blog in the case. You can use any blog you like. You simply need to
know the correct RSS feed address.

Click on the “Sources” link in the Library Pane on the upper left of the page that is illustrated above. Click and
drag the Fetch Feed module from the Library Pane on the left to the Canvas Pane working area on the right. It
should look like the window below.
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Now click on the Operators link on the sidebar at the left and drag the Filter module from the Library Pane on
the left to the Canvas Pane working area on the right. It should look like the window below.
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Click on the Output Terminal of your Fetch Feed module and drag your pipe across to the Input Terminal on
the Filter module.

Click on the Output Terminal of your Filter module and drag your pipe across to the Input Terminal on the
Pipe Output module. It should look like the window below.

[ Fetch Feed HEx)
& URL
Alvr
@ »
‘Fiter o RE%)
| Block Bitems that match | all - E] of the following
& Rules
»! Contains ?3
\J =
(Pipe Output 1

Now type the following RSS blog feed address in the field of the Fetch Feed module on your Canvas Pane.

http://feeds.feedburner.com/Teachtech

Check that the Fetch Feed module is finding the blog posts for that feed by clicking on the module and
observing if any blog posts are listed in the Debugger pane below. You may like to click on the Refresh link in
the Debugger pane below.

" Fetch Feed HEx)
- URL
' M :lifeeds.feedburner.com/Teachtech

o

! Filter — 21kl
| Permit ailems that match | all ?]of the following
Rules

item.description » ' Contains ad history

@

(Pipe Output 4 ]

lme taken: 0.076611s Refresh
I Singapore bound
Oz-Educators Flash Meeting
Egyptian archaeology with AERA
» 180 Technology Tips
David Bowie uses a mac, of course..
Coffee at Bulli Rock Platform
* Where we are at and what we are about
/" Historic Tale Construction Kit ~ The Bayeux Tapestry 1066
+9 more...
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Now, let’s set up the Filter module. Click on the drop down menu on the upper right of the Filter module and
change the Filter from Block to Permit. Now change the first part of the operator to item.description by
clicking on the field before the Contains term and selecting item.description from the available options. It
should look like the window below. We will filter for the term “history”.

Check that the Filter module is finding the filtered blog posts for that feed by clicking on the module and

observing if any blog posts are listed in the Debugger pane below. You may like to click on the Refresh link in
the Debugger pane below.

 Fetch Feed 2)- k)
| © URL
} 4y /ifeeds.feedburner.com/Teachtech

\J

- J

" Filter

| Permit ﬂitems that match | all ﬂof the following
Rules

item.description »! Contains 4 history

t

(Pe O~ |

Time taken: 0.110519s Refresh

Historic Tale Construction Kit ~ The Bayeux Tapestry 1066
Diigo at the Battle of Hastings ~ 1066AD

Links for 2008-01-06 [del.icio.us)

Links for 2007-12-28 [del.icio.us)

Notice that only blog posts that contain the term history are listed.

Save your new pipe. You will need to give the pipe a suitable name. You can also click on the Properties button
and provide a description of your pipe.

Name
History items

Description
This pipe is an experiment in filtering a blog feed.

Tags
blog

Run Pipe...

OK Publish... Cancel
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Subscribe to your pipe in Google Reader

Have you saved your pipe? Click on the “Back to my pipes” link located above the Canvas pane. You will see
your new pipe located at the top of the window.

Roll your mouse over the listed pipe to see the options listed across the top of the pipe. You note that you can
view results for the pipe, edit your pipe, delete the pipe, publish it and clone (copy) the pipe.

=Pipes a9

View Results Edit Source Delete Publish Clone

o History items
i Sources: feedburner.com feeds. feedburner.com
B Oclones

Click on the name of the pipe. The following window will appear. There are a number of subscription
possibilities. We will subscribe using Google Reader in this instance.

History items
This pipe is an experiment in filtering a blog feed.

d=CrD_1Kzh3IBGvPeBTxJJICBg (edn

hitpipepes. yahoo compipes/pipe info?

Edit Source Delete Publish Clone

Use this Pipe
[iZ Get as a Badge My oot | (3 Gougee i Results by Email or Phone [JMore options»

m 4 items

Historic Tale Construction Kit ~ The Bayeux Tapestry 1066

This morning | read about the Historic Tale Construction Kit in the Instructfy blog. This web based application aliows you
o create a sequence of mediaeval events using images drawn from the Bayeux Tapestry. | believe that teachers of history
that cover the middie ages would find this application very useful on a number of [...)

Diigo at the Battle of Hastings ~ 1066AD

| was conducting a ittle research on the Battle of Hastings by closely examining the Bayeux Tapestry. It is 270 metres in
length and 50 centimetres in height. It is an amazing document and truly one of the great primary sources of history. Can
you imagine my shock when | found a reference 1o the term [...]

Links for 2008-01-06 [del.icio.us]

TeachTech ~ technoiogy tips for teachers A blog about educational technology, teaching history, professional development,
iife, travel, family, Sootie and music. Authored by John Larkin, a teacher of history and an instructional designer, Twitter /
john_larkin John Larkin's Twitter page. Quick notes and queries on educational technology and useful inks

Click on the Google Reader button. The following window will appear.

GO\ )gle Add to Google

hitp:/ipipes.yahoo comipipes/pipe.run? ig=CrD_1Kzh3BGvPeBTxNCAgR rendar=rss

Google offers two different ways o keep up-to-date with your favorite sites:

Your Google homepage brings togathor Google Googlo Reader makes i easy 1o koep up with the
functionality and content from across the web, on a Iatest content from a large number of sites, all on @
single page. single reading kst

Add to Google homepage or Add to Google Reader

Google ™=

Click on the Add to Google Reader button located on the right. Your Google Reader will open and a window
like the one below will appear. Click on the Subscribe button.
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You will now notice your Yahoo Pipes feed now appears in the subscriptions at the left.

2 Fits & Fugues
=) Green Chameleon

__ History items (4)
./ Kevin's Meandering Mind (5)

5J Moving Forward

Experimenting with your pipe

You may like to clone your new pipe and experiment with the pipe by adding more feeds or additional filtering
settings. See the examples below.

i (Felch Feed R
O URL © URL
©  nhttp:fifeeds feedburner.com/Teach © & hitpiffeeds.feedbumer.com/Think/
@ g © W hitpifeeds.feedbumer.comiLarryF
J © 7 hitpnangwitches.org/blog/feed/
(Fiter - e : R eS|
\ z .
[ Permit B‘ items that match [ all B‘ of the following E - )
© Rules [ Permit {3 items that match [ ail 58] of the followi
© item.title ¥ Contains E Bayeux H J ta
ules
( © [fem.pubDato ’u; i Lo © item.description »! Contains Eglobal
@ i —
I

I \ .

[CrY e — e ezsisEaae.

jme taken: 0.756609s Refresh

Boolify

Science Movies

Zip Code Census Dashboard

The Best “Fun” Sites You Can Use For Learning, Too
Best Books For Teaching ESL/EFL/ELL?

Screencasts On Using Web 2.0 Tools

Train Messenger

Children’s University of Manchester

+20 more...

e taken: 0.113559s Refresh
| Historic Tale Comstruction Kit ~ The Bayeux Tapestry 1066
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Browse other pipes and add them to your list of pipes.

You can also Browse pipes created by other users, clone them and add them to your list of pipes. You can then
rename and edit the pipe to meet your needs. Why reinvent the wheel?
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